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Goals for this Webinar 
 

Understand what is meant by 
foundational instruction at Tier 1 

Consider research evidence on 
language & literacy curriculum & 
instruction in EC 

Identify key features of dialogic 
reading 



Teachers Want to Know the Best 
Way to Address  

Diverse Learning Needs 



Their Questions 

Which children need additional 
instructional supports? 

What teaching strategies work best to 
promote language/literacy skills? 

Is it better to work with these children 
one-on-one or in small groups? 

How often should targeted instruction 
occur? 



Recognition & Response 
 

Offers a framework for assessment and tiered 
instruction to address varying skill levels 

Has a dual focus on improving instructional 
quality for all students & providing targeted 
interventions for some to ensure that all 
students succeed  

(Buysse, Peisner-Feinberg, et al., 2013) 



R&R Components:  
Let’s Review 

Recognition:  Formative child assessment  
(universal screening & progress 
monitoring) 

Response: Core instruction for all children; 
Tiered interventions for some children 

Collaborative problem-solving: Process for 
supporting data-based decision-making 
& implementation 



Tier 1 

All Children 
 

Research-Based Core Curriculum &  

Intentional Teaching  

 

Formative Assessment 

Tier 3 

A Few  

Children 
Individualized  

Scaffolding Strategies 

 

Formative Assessment 

 

Tier 2 

Some Children 
Explicit Small Group Interventions & 

Embedded Learning Activities 

 

Formative Assessment 

 



What practices define the 
Response component? 

 



Response Component 

Tier 1  
Core curriculum, intentional teaching, & 
dialogic reading for all children 

Tier 2  
Small group lessons for some children 
(augmented by embedded learning) 

Tier 3  
Scaffolding strategies for a few children: 
response prompting, modeling, & peer 
supports, with corrective feedback 



R&R Tiers Are Additive: 

All children receive Tier 1 

A few receive Tiers 1, 2, & 3 

Some children receive Tiers 1 & 2 



A Closer Look at Tier 1 



What is the Tier 1 Response:  
Core Curriculum, Intentional 
Teaching, & Dialogic Reading 



What is the 
research on 
language & 

literacy 
instruction 

in EC? 



Key Language & Literacy Skills 
in PreK 

Vocabulary 

Phonological awareness 

Letter knowledge  

(National Early Literacy Panel (NELP), 2008; Snow 
& Van Hemel, 2008) 



3 Types of Interventions 
Evaluated through Research: 

Instructional practices 

Curricula 

Multi-component instructional 
systems 

(Buysse, Peisner-Feinberg, & Burchinal, in 

preparation) 

 



*3 Instructional Practices with 
Positive Effects 

Instruction on PA & letter 
knowledge 

Shared storybook reading 

Vocabulary instruction 

*Many studies w/ strong effects involved small-

group instruction (NELP, 2008) 



Research on Curricula & 
Instruction 



Research on Dialogic Reading:  
A Type of Storybook Reading 
 

Dialogic reading: strong positive effects on oral 
language; no discernable effects on other skills 
(WWC, 2007) 



Defining Curriculum 

A set of explicit, written directions to 
guide instruction that include  

The developmental goals addressed  
The scope & sequence of the skills  
A specified set of materials needed for 
implementation 



6 Lang/Literacy Curricula 
Evaluated by WWC: 

2 showed positive effects on oral lang, print 
knowledge, & PA (Literacy Express, Doors to 
Discovery) 

1 showed potentially positive effects on oral lang & 
print knowledge (Headsprout Early Reading) 

1 had mixed effects on print knowledge (Let’s Begin 
with the Letter People) 

2 had no discernable effects on any skills (Bright 
Beginnings, Ladders to Literacy) 



PCER Study (2008): 

14 curricular interventions evaluated 

1 showed positive effects on lang & 
literacy skills: DLM/Open Court (now 
called Imagine It!) 

PCER study had methodological 
limitations  



Multi-Component 
Systems: Examples 

Head Start REDI program (Bierman 
et al., 2008) 

My Teaching Partner (Pianta et al., 
2008) 

EPIC (Fantuzzo et al., 2010) 

TEEM (Landry et al., 2010) 



Multi-Component 
Systems: Findings 

Almost all interventions showed positive effects 
on lang/literacy skills & some for teaching 
practices  

There were a number of methodological 
limitations  

Key elements of instructional system were 
missing/not fully defined (assessment linked to 
instruction, a focus on class-wide instruction 
versus tiered instruction) 
 



Based on this Research, 
R&R includes: 

Research-based curricula (core & 
language/literacy) 

Dialogic reading 

Small-group instruction 

All elements of a multi-component 
instructional system (formative assessment, 
tiered instruction, & collaborative problem-
solving) 

 



OK, but how does it work? 



Marissa’s Classroom 
Continues using the core curriculum already 
in place (e.g., Creative Curriculum)   

Makes necessary adjustments to ensure 
ample opportunities throughout the 
curriculum for every child to learn 
lang/literacy skills 

Employs dialogic reading as a foundational 
practice for all children 

 



More on Dialogic Reading 



Dr. Chris Lonigan  



Definition of Dialogic Reading 

Dialogic reading: a specific type of interactive 
reading that relies on a particular set of 
strategies (PEER/CROWD) designed to create 
conversations with children & help them take 
an active role in storytelling 



Dialogic Reading Strategies 

PEER CROWD 

Prompts the child to say 
something 
 

Completion prompts 

Evaluates the response 
 

Recall prompts 

Expands the child’s response 
 

Open-ended prompts 

Repeats the prompt 
 

Wh-prompts 

Distancing prompts 



More Dialogic  
Reading Strategies 

…introduce the title/author, ask a question 
to create interest in the book 

Before reading  

 

During reading  

 

After reading 

…use CROWD prompts & PEER sequence 

…ask questions to help children recall the 
story & make connections to their lives 



Demonstration of  
Dialogic Reading 



CONNECT Module 6: 
Dialogic Reading 

Research-
Based 

Practices 



Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

> > > > 



Planning tool 



Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

> > > > 



Let’s Review 
• We discussed what is meant by foundational 

instruction as part of R&R 
 
• We reviewed research on language & literacy 

instruction  
 

• We looked more closely at the response 
component of R&R 

 

• We identified key practices that define dialogic 
reading 

 



Next time: What about children who 
don’t make progress at Tier 1? 
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