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Marzano’s 6 Step Process for Building Academic Vocabulary




Beck and McKeown’s Steps for Teaching Tier 2 Words

Tier 2 words are words that are words used by sophisticated language users to communicate more precisely. Students know the concept but are less familiar with the Tier 2 word (e.g., bellow, amble, chartreuse, ascot, saucier) 






1. Show the word card to students and teach pronunciation. 


2. Read word use from the text. 


3. Provide a student friendly definition. 


4. Provide 3 additional verbal examples of the word in sentences. Prepare in advance! 


5. Using a pre-planned prompt, ask 3 students to generate a sentence for the entire class to hear (not turn and talk-it provides fewer examples).  


6. Provide follow-up activities for initiating student use of the words. (For example, Word Wizard chart, sentence writing, word relationship activities) 









1. The teacher provides a description, explanation, or example of the term.


2. Linguistic definition – students restate the description, explanation, or example in their own words.


3. Nonlinguistic definition – students construct a picture, pictograph, symbolic representation, or act out the term.
 


4. The teacher extends and refines understanding of the word by engaging students in activities that help them add to their  knowledge of the terms in vocabulary notebooks.


5. Periodically ask students to discuss the terms with one another.


6. Involve students in games that enable them to play with the terms and reinforce word knowledge.





